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The fast and the curious
Have a need for speed? Try enduring 15 dates in a mere
two hours.
By Kimiko Martinez
kimiko.martinez@intakeweekly.com
'I'm going to kill you for making me do this."
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The fast and the curious

I expect to see a disproportionate number of average or even below-average-looking people, but
the crowd is surprisingly normal.
Still, it's a little nerve-racking to realize that by the end of the night you'll have talked with most
of the people in the room.
"I'm going to kill you," Belange reminds me.

The dates
I have to admit: I did expect this experience to be horrible. Visions of "The 40 Year Old Virgin"
and "Hitch" kept popping into my head. Six minutes can be an extremely short -- or an extremely
long -- amount of time.
I quickly find out that both are true.
Granted, having a photographer in tow is never a good way to make an impression on a potential
date.
It seems to spook some guys, and while others are fine with it, flashing lights can be a bit
distracting. The fact that I'm a reporter, while interesting to most, also freaks some guys out. I
think they're afraid of being eternally humiliated in print.
A few dates did drag. Most of the time the bell rang just when things started to get good. But a
couple conversations were like pulling teeth. And by about five dates in, things started to feel a
little bit repetitive:
"So how's your night going?"
"What do you do?" (A couple of guys were computer programmer types, a couple were from Eli
Lilly and one was a racecar engineer.)
Conversation is pretty organic, and since I talk to people for a living, I hope my skills are aboveaverage.
The one unique question I remember is: "What's the last book you read that you didn't finish?"
Unfortunately I can't remember who said it, but at least his question stuck out in my mind.

The results
By the end of the night, with 15 dates and several martinis under our belts, Belange had shifted
her phrase of choice from "I'm going to kill you" to "That was interesting."
The general consensus is that we both met quite a few guys who we'd love to hang out with
again, but no one who we'd want to make out with.
We both think we hit it off pretty well with most of the men who've cycled through, but when the
results come in the morning after the event, Beth has fared much better than I.
We both selected about five guys that we'd want to talk to again, and I get two matches back and
one who picked me though I didn't pick him.
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The fast and the curious

Just about everyone picked Beth. The one standout in both of our minds, which we both agreed
would be great fun to hang out with again, picked neither of us. Go figure. At least she's dropped
the death threats. And I'm alive to tell the tale.
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